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average child. How patiently and persistently he will work to
make that connection between button and buttonhole! He will
enjoy playing with a garment, and be intensely interested and
delighted in what to him is the play of safely placing that but-
tonhole over the button. It will not be long until he can put it to
definite practical use. He will love his little handkerchief—
keep it in his pocket and learn to use it properly and put it back
where it belongs. Any of these things he should be well able to
do before the age of two.
Let Him Use the Scissors. And he does so love to use the
scissors! u What, let a baby have the scissors? Never I That
would be a terrible thing!" But why not? Get him a little blunt
pair of his own. Teach him a definite place to keep them. Give
him paper to cut, and let him cut to his heart's content. When
he tires, mother says, "Let us pick up the papers." And baby is
always glad to help and to put his little scissors away in their
place,
Utilize Natural Urge. The importance-of letting baby learn
to use his hands and develop his own powers of balance and co-
ordination cannot be overestimated. It will mean so much a little
later in making him not only a help in the home, but in giving
him a sense of self-reliance and dignity. Its effect upon the char-
acter and upon his dependability as an individual will be very
great. He will learn to do, at a time when his urge is entirely in
that direction, the things that later he must know how to do. His
own natural urge and initiative are utilized, and he learns to do
the things, which, if teaching is delayed, will need to be enforced
under the stress of nagging and disciplinary measures. The lat-
ter will have far from the best effect upon his nervous system,
and many things that he might so easily have learned he may
never learn as he should. The time of baby's urge to do these
homely duties is the ripe time. Never again will the advantage
be so great or so truly ours.
What May Be Accomplished. The late Dr. Margaret Clark,
of the Parents' Educational Center of Long Beach, and her hus-
band, Dr. George Hardy Clark, have done a great deal of work
along this line; and we herewith append the conclusions to which

